This post is a reconstruction of EC Weird Science-Fantasy # 23 (March 1954).



The scans are from a copy of Weird Science-Fantasy # 1 (Nov 1992), published 
by Russ Cochran.


By the time he published this, Russ had stopped that foolishness of issuing two 
reprints stuck together. It had clearly been a dodge to make the buyer shell out 
for something he didn't want -- why else put, say, Crime SuspenStories in with 
Tales from the Crypt? 

And Russ was finally making progress on the pulp paper. Although he started 
his reprint series on the standard beige-colored stuff (like the East Coast and
Gladstone reprints, and the originals) he later switched to paper which was 
whiter and, annoyingly, slightly more translucent, so print-thru started to become 
a factor. And the paper, being the  "wrong" color for a comic, messed up the 
color balances so that the printed pages looked strange. But this one is actually 
well  printed. It still looks a bit more gaudy than the original, and the fleshtones are 
too reddish. Color registration is unusually good, and the blacks are strong without 
being blobby. There is a peculiarity to the blacks, however. See page 1, lower 
leftmost panel. The background at left is a stippled blue and black. The rest of the 
background is a flat black. Ellen's hair is printed both black and blue, the visible 
result being gloss black. The effect is just visible in the scan. On the printed page, 
it's annoyingly prominent. The scans could perhaps be optimized to show this but 
I didn't think that would be such a keen idea. The effect is interesting, but distracting.

As usual I've included the inside front cover of the reprint. It doesn't have any original 
EC material but the Cochran publisher info is there. This one also has an obit notice 
for Bill Gaines. 

And now for the Front Cover Mystery --

Compare the two files
WeirdScience-Fantasy23originalEC-00fc.jpg
and
WeirdScience-Fantasy23repro-00fc.jpg.

Well, the layouts of the two look much alike. But the repro has that silly "First Fantastic 
Issue!" message at the top. Why did they bother to put that in? What else did they shrink, 
or delete, to have room for that? Strange...

The solution -- the repro is much narrower than the EC original. An original from that 
period is 7 inches wide (with a pretty loose tolerance, perhaps plus or minus a quarter 
inch). The Cochran reprint is a half-inch narrower -- just about exactly 6 1/2 inches. In
order to fit the new width, the original cover would have had to be scaled down by 7%, 
which would leave it nearly 3/4" too short....and they needed to tack something on to fill 
up the space. Voila, Q.E.D.


Contents and art credits --

Cover (pertaining to story 2) - Wally Wood (signed "wood.")
1. The Children - Wally Wood (signed "wood")
2. Fish Story - Al Williamson
- . Ninth Wonder (text only)
3. The Flying Machine - Bernie Krigstein
4. Fair Trade - Joe Orlando

Notes

3. The Flying Machine is one of Ray Bradbury's more annoying stories...not his worst, 
but a long way from his best. According to my recollection the comic follows the story 
more or less exactly. 

Comments

Cover -- there's that little octopod-type thing in the foreground; Wally W. often put those 
things in his pictures. I wonder what sort of vermin Wood had in his house? Somehow I 
can't visualize him stepping on ants, like the rest of us...

1. -- In the '50s they had strange ideas of just what a "mutation" was. I like page 2, panel 2 
-- that's how I'd prefer to land on an alien planet, Wally was clearly conversant with the
concept of "peace through superior firepower."

2. -- "Can you translate it, Zlafg!" "It is a simple language, Czargx!" Perhaps certain science-
fiction conventions have reached the point of terminal abuse here...not to mention, "The 
route to their planet is plainly marked..." (by a trail of bread crumbs, I suppose). Dissection 
isn't what normally tells one if a  creature is marine or fresh-water, it depends on what 
happens at the osmotic membranes when the creature is alive. A fresh-water animal will 
tend to dry out, at the tissue and cellular levels, if placed in salt water.

3. -- Bernie Krigstein was an early exponent of the short-interval action sequence which
we've all seen done to death since, but back then it was a real novelty. This item doesn't 
show it, really...his most famous example is in "Master Race," which will eventually get 
posted (I think it was in Impact #1).

4. -- This is simple stuff now, but 50 years ago it wasn't so primitive. In the late 1920's SF
was mainly at the level of "We'll have these mysterious rays which can defrost a meat loaf 
in 10 minutes!" That all changed, I'd say, in 1939, when "Black Destroyer" appeared in 
Astounding, and things all of a sudden got a lot more frantic. This comic was only 15 years 
after that.
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As usual, all scanned at 300 dpi, resampled to 150 dpi, and finally converted to 60 quality 
factor JPG (which compressed them to 5 -- 7% of their former size).
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